Operation Refugee

Giving refugees the opportunity to have a future!

Who are the Refugees?
• There is a massive refugee crises in our world today!
• Currently there are almost 21.3 million refugees!
• Due to war and violence in many countries they have been
forced to flee.
• 34,000 people are forcibly displaced every day.
• They end up at refugee camps.
• Here they seem to get “stuck” unless someone helps them.
• Many refugees witness extremely traumatic events, like
family members being murdered.
• Most of these people have the potential to do great things!

What is Operation
Refugee?
Through an application process we select
individuals to:
•

Do a Discipleship Training School through Youth

With a Mission (YWAM)
•

We assist them with visas and passports

•

Offer these students to continue their education

•

They are then able to go back to their country of
origin where they can bring change and hope.

“Enabling Africa to heal itself!”

Testimonies:
Steven

•

He is originally from Congo but spent
16 years as a refugee – majority in
Dzaleka Refugee Camp in Malawi.

•

Steven sold all his belongings to pay for

his DTS through YWAM, which changed
his life!
•

Steven was the first DTS student from a
refugee camp.

•

After passing his DTS he was released
to minister in Malawi, Congo and South
Africa as a team leader.

•

He has proven himself hard-working
and committed in serving Jesus.

Testimonies: Kano
Kano is a young man living in the refugee
camp.
He lives in the furthest part of the refugee
camp and he is the only one we found to
have made a beautiful garden inside of his
court yard.
Our leader did a counseling session with
Kano and discovered that when he was
only 14 years old, his parents were both
killed by the Mai Mai. He is now 24 and
had thus been in the camp for ten years.
Every time a bus would come, he would
go to see if there was someone he knew –
and after 9 years – there he found his
sister!
This young man has so much potential but
unless we help him, he has no hope!

Operation Refugee Partner:
YWAM – Potch
• YWAM – Youth With A Mission in Potchefstroom, South
Africa.
• There are 1000 YWAM bases around the globe.
• YWAM Potch is a registered base of the University of
the Nations.
• Headed by Wikus and Christien Vorster.
• U of N offers a Discipleship Training School (DTS) which
includes a three month lecture phase and a two month
outreach phase.
• DTS is a live-learn experience which enables students to
do missions, evangelize, hear the voice of God and
create a biblical world view of African cultures.
• One of our students from the Congo is Steven, who
lived in refugee camps for over 16 years.
• More about YWAM – www.ywampotch.com

Partner: NASOR College in Ottosdal - SA
•

2 Basic curriculums:

Training Modules and Accreditation.

•

Skillspro Computer Curriculum,

•

Courses are accredited under SAQA (South
African Qualifications Authority).

•

The basic entry level needed for these courses is
normally a Grade 9 (Form 2) qualification, but
we would prefer Matriculants for the N-Courses
with at least 50% in Maths and Science.

Hospitality, and the Engineering
department.
•

Courses:

•

Sound Engineering Course,

•

The short courses = 2 weeks

Welding, Valve and pump servicing,

•

N-Level courses = 4 months

•

Discount of 40-50% on most of the courses
(except the computer course)

as well as Basic Tool Mastering.
Under the Engineering Department
falls the Mechanical and Electrical
divisions.

.

The Vision of Operation Refugee
• After praying about it, we felt that we should start our outreach in the
Dzaleka Refugee camp in Malawi.
• After sharing the gospel, we received over 50 applications from young
people for the DTS program.
• If a refugee is able to do the DTS it will enable them to:

• Get one of 7 degrees through the University of the Nations: Christian
ministries, humanities, Arts and culture, sport, communication, business
and education.
• They could become staff at any of the YWAM bases.
• They could go back to their home country to influence and bring change.
• They can return to the refugee camp to minister there.
• They can return to Malawi as temp citizens and work for a living.

• They are free to choose any life they wish.

Dzaleka Camp Facts
•

Upon arrival we discovered that there
are currently approximately 28000

refugees in the camp from 12 nations.
Mainly from Congo (11000), Burundi
(6000) and Rwanda (5000) Somalia and
Ethiopia.

•

The camp is only about 5 squared
kilometers big.

•

The refugees may not work, unless it is
on a voluntary basis where they might
receive a “donation”.

•

Only Malawians may work inside the
refugee camp for a salary.

Dzaleka Camp Facts
•

Some people have their own small
business like a salon, restaurant or
selling from their rations in the
“market”.

•

They receive rations as follows per
month (per person): 12 kgs of maize, 3
kgs of beans, 0.5 liters of oil, 1 cup of
sugar, 0.5 cup of salt, 1 cake of soap
and 1 kg of flour.

•

The local Malawians are allowed to
come sell meat and vegetables inside
the camp, but many people cannot
afford to buy this.

•

Most refugees depend on their
resettled families to send them some
money from abroad to survive.

Dzaleka Camp Facts
• Less than half the children go to
school because the facilities and
varied languages do not allow for
all of them to attend.
• There are 64 churches in the camp
– from all denominations.
• Upon arrival as a refugee you have
to find your own way.
• Some churches assist the arrivals
with temporary accommodation
• Land is given free but they have to
then build their own home.
• A house can be bought from about
2000 USD.

Dzaleka Camp Facts
• Refugees may not
leave the camp
without a special pass.
• The maximum time
allowed out is three
days.
• They can apply to
have electricity and
get billed for it each
month.

Projects: Dzaleka Youth
Congress
•

The Dzaleka Youth Congress give
young people in the camp the
opportunity to do modeling and
dancing shows.

•

They aim to allow them to have
competitions with the community of
Malawi but due to little funds they are
not able to do this.

• The children and youth are
exceptionally talented and gifted.
• They work hard and they have big
dreams with a lot of ambition.

Dzaleka Projects
•

There are many projects running in the
camp – all headed by volunteers.

•

Henry is the head of the recreation
center – he offers art, poetry, English
and dance lessons to the children ages
three to eighteen.

•

Henry and his five helpers do not get
paid to do this service and do it out of
love.

Dzaleka Projects

He also offers embroidery and crocheting
to the ladies who are orphans, single
mothers and widows, to help them keep
busy and give them purpose. They may
sell their hand-made pieces to people
inside the camp.

Real People
These are people who have very little - yet,
they make the best of what they have.

They have fled from their own countries
where they had good lives, before there
was war.
They are only here because there is peace.
As a South African white woman I was
safer walking around the refugee camp
than I am walking alone in my own
country. They have peace and order.
Every person I spoke to told me about their
hopes and dreams of making a difference,
becoming a lawyer or preaching the gospel
in Africa.

They smile, even though they are
extremely poor and very trapped in the
refugee camp.

How do we select candidates?
• In order to do the DTS:

• Candidates apply with an official DTS application.
• We have relationships with the pastors who approve of their applications.
• During our outreaches YWAM personally picks out candidates.
• In order to qualify to attend NASOR College in Ottosdal:
• Testimonials and approval of their current pastors in the refugee camps.
• A comprehensive Academic record and aptitude test (if available).
• A description of job opportunities in the areas in which there are work
opportunities in their home country or refugee camp that they are
residing in.

• A full medical report.

Campaign
Sponsor a refugee -

South African Bank details:
Operation Refugee Africa NPC
First National Bank
Cheque Account

• Only *1000 USD can get a

Acc: 62626450720

refugee through DTS and

Branch Code: 240438

enable him to have a future.

Ref: Operation R - Mich

*R14,000
International Payments:

A monthly pledge can also be made to

https://www.paypal.com/za/webapps/mpp/
home

Operation Refugee.
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